DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

husband's  death  had  made  her a most unhappy
woman, unhappy in the very fibre of her being.

The Queen's contributions to the voluminous cor-
respondence with her daughter, covering the period
from the birth of William till when, forty years later,
the Empress was stricken with the same fatal malady
as her husband, have, with the exception of a few
letters, never seen the light. It is, however, easy
to conjecture in many cases from allusions made
in answer, what the tenor of them was. Her sym-
pathy with her daughter was constant and whole-
hearted, and she execrated the campaign of calumny
of which she was the victim. But again and again
there are clear indications that she thought the
Empress was making the worst of her woes, and she
urged her not to listen to the tongues of mischief-
makers, and to put away from her mind the offences
she found it so impossible to forgive instead of
dwelling on them.

It would, however, be most erroneous to interpret
the Empress's letters to her mother, with their re-
iterated catalogues of the insults showered on her,
as merely or primarily the grievances of a bitterly
wounded woman. She had a further definite object
in putting them down in writing, for she meant,
using these letters as material, some day to com-
pile a life of her husband which would do him
justice, and restore to him his proper place in the
history of his time. Three months after his death,
when they were fullest of the obliteration of his
memory and the misrepresentation of his aims, she
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